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This study regulation is determined pursuant to Ministerial Order No 1328 of 15 November 2016 on Bachelor and
Master's (Candidatus) Programmes at Universities (the University Programme Order) with any subsequent amendments
and Roskilde University’s Common Rules of 5 July 2018 with any subsequent amendments.
The study regulation will become effective on 1 September 2019 and shall apply to all students. For students admitted
before 1 September 2019, see section 5.2 of the transitional rules, if any.
Study regulation amendments effective for an autumn semester are also effective for thesis contracts entered into force
at the latest 15 May in terms of initiating the thesis work on 1 August in the same year.
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1. About the programme
1.1 Title
Graduates of the programme are entitled to use the title:Master of Science (MSc) in Environmental Risk

1.2 The programme´s objective and competence profile - academic and professional skills
With reference to the University Programme Order section 3, the programme will provide the student with the
knowledge and understanding, skills and competences within:
The purpose of the master's programme in Environmental Risk is to train graduates that are able to use environmental
science with a basis in natural science, and to a certain extent social science, for risk assessment and management of
environmental research questions. The purpose of the master's programme is to enable the student to carry out
comprehensive and specialised interdisciplinary analyses of environmental risk using natural science. Through the
programme, the students will gain in-depth knowledge about natural science and social science theories relevant for
the analysis of such environmental research questions.
The programme has been designed with a particular view to qualifying for work within:
The programme provides the graduates with qualifications and competences to work with the environment, manage the
environment and act as an environmental coordinator and they can hold jobs such as working as a manager or a
consultant with environmental issues. Graduates can find employment in both the private and public sectors on local,
national and international levels.

Knowledge and understanding:
• About the environmental impact of the natural foundations and social frameworks as well as planning and
regulation of environments on a local, regional and international level
• Within environmental risks in an interdisciplinary context
• About how knowledge of environmental risks is part of societal and technological developments

Skills:
• To analyse research questions with an interdisciplinary approach and to indicate solutions
• To master the fundamental theories, methods and tools that are relevant to environmental risk analyses
• To analyse the spatial patterns and relationships that may appear in the context of environmental risks
• To identify and formulate research questions dealing with the key areas and disciplines in environmental risk
(in particular, ecotoxicology, population and system ecology, environmental history, environmental
management, natural systems, geohazards, resource management)
• To work in a reflected manner with theories and methods in addition to relevant tools in analysing the
background, basis for decision-making, actors, means, and strategies relevant for environmental regulation
• To be able to analyse, process and interpret empirical results gained via scientific studies and experiments
• To communicate the knowledge acquired on environmental risk and the results achieved in both writing and
speech to professionals and non-specialists in a professionally qualified manner
• To generate new knowledge and understanding that can creatively and innovatively contribute to solving
complex research questions related to the analysis of environmental risks
Competences:
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• To manage or be part of a constructive collaboration with others - regardless of their professional background
- so that common resources are used and developed in the best possible manner
• To further develop one’s professional skills in future work on the basis of critically taking into account the
development and societal significance of the work
• To apply core environmental scientific, environmental biology, geography and environmental regulation
theories, methods and models to solve practice application-oriented environmental risk problems
• To design and complete relevant experiments and/or studies as part of a thorough analysis of a research
question with a sound theoretical basis dealing with natural systems, experimental design and data analysis
• To work in an exemplary manner with a scientific and practical collection, operationalisation and use of
environment-related knowledge and understanding in the analysis and evaluation of the impact of such in
terms of practical regulation, acting as a consultant or in a research context

1.3 Languages
The programme is offered in English.
The examination language is identical to the teaching language.

1.4 Admission requiremets
The admission requirements can be found on the university website.

1.5 ECTS rating and duration
The programme is a full-time programme corresponding to 120 ECTS.

1.6 Main area affiliation
The programme belongs under the main subject area of Natural Sciences.

1.7 Board of Studies and Corps of External Examiners
The programme is administered by the Board of Studies for Natural Sciences and affliated with the Corps of External
Examiners for Biology.

2. The programme
2.1 First semester

Objective
The semester Basic Environmental Risk aims to provide the students with interdisciplinary knowledge and
understanding and the skills to perform analyses, including risk analyses, and to be able to manage environmental
problems. This will take place via working with environmental risk analysis, environmental history, natural systems and
disasters, environmental management, statistical and quantitative methods and spatial analysis methods. The module
consists of 4 courses of 5 ECTS each and one course of 10 ECTS
Programme elements
• Principles of Environmental Risk (5 ECTS)
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•
•
•
•

Environmental Risk Regulation Management and Planning (10 ECTS)
Natural Hazards and Climate Change (5 ECTS)
Introduction to Quantitative Methods in Environmental Risk Assessment (5 ECTS)
Spatial Analysis of the Environment (5 ECTS)

Title

Principles of Environmental Risk

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Compulsory course

ECTS-rating

5 ECTS

• Knowledge and understanding of ecosystems and ecosystembased management on a basic level
• Knowledge and understanding of how theoretical knowledge
and understanding is used in the evaluation and management
of a) the impact of chemicals on the environment and
ecosystems and b) geological impacts on landscapes and
society
• Knowledge and understanding of the problems associated with
the sharing of resources (such as water)

Learning outcomes and assessment criteria

• Knowledge and understanding of how to evaluate and manage
ecosystems in terms of environmental regulation
• Skills in using theoretical information in practice in order to
evaluate and manage 1) the impact of chemicals on ecological
systems (such as quantitative descriptions of toxic effects
caused by chemicals) and 2) geological impacts on the
landscape and society
• The competence in making environmental risk assessments
with a particular focus on ecological systems
• The competence in applying core ecological and
environmental biology theories, methods and models to the
solution of practical, application-oriented environmental risk
problems

Overall content

A theoretical course focusing on why and how environmental risk
assessments are carried out, including hands-on learning. The course will
introduce the subject area of environmental risk with a particular focus
on ecological and biological systems. The course should be seen in the
context of the course Natural Phenomena and Environmental Changes
which focuses on the systems of geology and physical geography. Based
on current ecosystem resource management programmes, the course will
provide knowledge and understanding of the various principles used in
an environmental risk assessment (ERA). The course introduces concepts
used in ERA, the differences between biological and geological risks,
definitions of
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the ecosystem, ecological society, populations and individuals. Concepts
such as the protection of nature, sustainable management of resources
and the complications involved in, for example, sharing water resources
will be discussed. Besides ecosystem services and how various
ecosystems are managed, there will be a particular focus on how and
why environmental risk assessments are carried out, including: chemical
regulations based on the current legislation related to chemicals (EU,
USA), the Water Framework Directive’s ecological status, the
management of resources (such as food and water) and geohazards. A
thorough description and investigation of how and why the scientific
principles are used in practice - risk evaluation and the management of
ecosystems are core elements of the course. A comprehensive look at
standard methods (ecotoxicological, geological) that are used
internationally to label chemicals (only ecotoxicology), risk assessments
and regulation and other principles will be presented along with relevant
ecological, toxicological and geographical theories that form the basis of
the risk assessment.

Teaching and working methods

The course includes lectures, panel discussions and exercises.

Individual written invigilated examination provided by the lecturer.
The invigilated examination lasts three hours.
Type of examination

Permitted support and preparation materials for the invigilated
examination: Dictionaries and a calculator.
Assessment: 7-point grading scale.
Moderation: External examiner.

Title

Environmental Risk Regulation Management and Planning

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Compulsory course

ECTS-rating

10 ECTS

• Knowledge and understanding of human impacts on the
environment and ecosystems

Learning outcomes and assessment criteria

• Knowledge and understanding of the societal frameworks in
the analysis and evaluation of environmental impacts and the
planning and regulation of the environment on a local, regional
and international level
• Knowledge and understanding of political institutions,
infrastructures of knowledge and knowledge institutions that
are relevant for environmental regulation
• Knowledge and understanding of how various stakeholders
impact environmental risk management
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• Knowledge and understanding of how environmental risk is
part of the societal and technological development of the
priorities and the consequences of decisions in environmental
regulation
• Knowledge and understanding of the principles behind
environmental risk management and environmental
management and planning
• Knowledge and understanding of the priorities and
consequences of decision-making processes in environmental
regulation
• Knowledge and understanding of the historical developments
in environmental regulation
• Skills in working in a reflected manner with theories and
methods and relevant tools in analysing the background, basis
for decision-making, actors, means, and strategies relevant to
environmental regulation
• Skills in evaluating the role of stakeholders in environmental
regulation and evaluation
• Skills in working with relevant case studies of environmental
regulation and management and in communicating the
knowledge and understanding gained from the course in a
precise and scientifically competent manner
• Skills in planning or making an analysis of a specific
environmental regulation or management situation
• Skills in applying core environmental regulation and
management theories, methods and models to solve practical
application-oriented environmental risk problems
• The competence in managing or being part of a constructive
collaboration with others - regardless of their professional
background - so that common resources are used and
developed in the best possible manner

Overall content

An interdisciplinary theoretical and case-based framework for
understanding the principles of environmental regulation, environmental
risk management, environmental management and environmental
planning. The course contains a general overview of the environmental
sciences, political institutions, environmental regulation and legislation
in addition to the knowledge infrastructures and management
institutions that evaluate questions related to the relevant subject area
such as pollution, climate, biodiversity and the environment. The course
focuses on various approaches in environmental legislation (for example,
national legislation, supranational regulations such as EU directives and
international agreements such as UNEP protocols). Students will also
gain an understanding of the consequences for the environment and
public health and how these can be used as the basis for analysing
current and historical societal actions aimed at preventing or reducing
these impacts. There is thus a focus on various regulatory strategies such
as “Command and Control” regulation, network-oriented governance
regulation and voluntary agreements. The course also covers a
theoretical approach towards understanding the roles of stakeholders in
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risk management systems in the context of environmental transition
processes. Lectures include theoretical perspectives, methodological
approaches, the presentation of case studies, panel discussions and
exercises. Theory and practical applications are therefore constantly
linked throughout the course.

Teaching and working methods

The course includes lectures, exercises, discussions and group work.

Oral group exam based on a report prepared by the group.
The groups may consist of 2 to 4 students.
The examination begins with a presentation from each of the students
lasting no more than 5 minutes, after which the examination is
conducted as a dialogue.
During the examination, questions can be asked regarding the entire
syllabus.
The size specifications for the written product are as follows:
For 2 students, between 36,000 - 60,000 characters, including spaces.
For 3 students, between 40,800 - 72,000 characters, including spaces.
For 4 students, between 48,000 - 86,400 characters, including spaces.
Type of examination

The size specifications include the cover, table of contents, bibliography,
figures and other illustrations, but exclude any appendices.
Time allowed for examination including time used for assessment:
For 2 examinees, 40 minutes.
For 3 examinees, 60 minutes.
For 4 examinees, 80 minutes.
There is an individual assessment of each student’s performance. The
assessment is an overall assessment of the product(s) and the oral
examination.
Permitted support and preparation materials during the examination:
Personal notes, own reports and answers to assignments.
Assessment: 7-point grading scale.
Moderation: Internal co-assessor.

Title

Natural Hazards and Climate Change

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Compulsory course

ECTS-rating

5 ECTS

Learning outcomes and assessment criteria
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• Knowledge and understanding of various types of natural
disasters and their impact on society and the environment
• Knowledge and understanding of risk assessment and riskreducing strategies in response to various natural disasters
• Knowledge and understanding of various theories and the
causes of and pace of climate changes
• The competence in making an elementary assessment of the
environmental risks associated with natural phenomena
• The competence in communicating to others about the
environmental risks associated with specific natural
phenomena and natural conditions
• Skills in making or planning environmental risk analyses
associated with specific natural phenomena and natural
conditions
• Skills in entering into collaborations that deal with the analysis
of the environmental risks associated with specific natural
phenomena and natural conditions
• The competence in working in an exemplary manner with
scientific and practical collection, operationalisation and use of
environment-related knowledge and understanding in the
analysis and evaluation of the impact of such in terms of
practical regulation, acting as a consultant or in a research
context

A mainly theoretical course dealing with different kinds of natural
disasters and methods used to evalu

Overall content

Teaching and working methods

the associated risks of these events for society and the environment. The
course includes one or more field trips. The course focuses on geological
and geographical systems and should be viewed in the context of the
course Principles for Environmental Risk which focuses on ecological and
biological systems. This course will provide the students with the basic
theory behind natural disasters, including earthquakes, landslides,
volcanic eruptions, floods and climate change along with examples of
risk assessments and risk-reducing strategies for society and the
environment.

The course includes lectures, exercises, discussions and field trips with
associated reports.

Prerequisites for participation in the
examination
Individual oral examination based on the field report prepared by a
group.
Type of examination

The student starts the examination with a short presentation, after which
the examination is conducted as a dialogue.
The groups may consist of 2 to 4 students.
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During the examination, questions can be asked regarding the entire
syllabus.
The size specifications for the written product are as follows:
For 2 students, between 24,000 - 33,600 characters, including spaces.
For 3 students, between 31,200 - 38,400 characters, including spaces.
For 4 students, between 36,000 - 48,000 characters, including spaces.
The size specifications include the cover, table of contents, bibliography,
figures and other illustrations, but exclude any appendices.
The assessment is an overall assessment of the written product(s) and a
subsequent oral examination. Time allowed for examination, including
time used for assessment: 20 minutes.
There is an individual assessment of each student’s performance.
There will be a collective assessment of the product(s) and the oral
examination.
Permitted support and preparation materials during the examination:
Personal notes, own reports and answers to assignments.
Assessment: 7-point grading scale.
Moderation: Internal co-assessor.

Title

Introduction to Quantitative Methods in Environmental Risk
Assessment

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Compulsory course

ECTS-rating

5 ECTS

• Knowledge and understanding of environmental and
monitoring data (with a special focus on changes over time)
• Knowledge and understanding of statistical methods used to
evaluate environmental changes and effects

Learning outcomes and assessment criteria

• Knowledge and understanding of different types of
mathematical models used in various disciplines in the field of
environmental science
• Skills in applying appropriate statistical methods to evaluate
environmental changes and effects
• Skills in constructing and applying simple mathematical
simulation models in the field of environmental science
• The competence in interpreting and communicating the results
of the above-mentioned simulation models and statistical
analyses
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• The competence in communicating the knowledge and
understanding gained in a precise and academically competent
manner
• Skills in designing scientific and practical collection,
operationalisation and use of quantitative environmental data
that can be used to analyse and evaluate regulations, advice
and research
• Skills in applying core environmental science quantitative
methods and models to solve practical application-oriented
environmental risk problems

Overall content

A theoretical and practical course focusing on quantitative analysis and
the modelling of environmental data. The course aims to provide an
introduction to and practical experience working with the quantitative
methods used in the evaluation and analysis of the environment and
ecological data in the subject area of environmental risk. Specifically,
the course will cover statistical techniques and what needs to be taken
into account when designing data collection associated with
environmental monitoring, changes to ecological communities and
experimental studies of environmental impacts. The course will also
introduce students to the most common types of mathematical models
used in environmental and ecological modelling. The students will work
practically with both statistical analysis and mathematical simulation
models and produce two exercise reports, each of which is a statistical
analysis and interpretation of one or more datasets or a presentation
and analysis of a mathematical simulation model.

Teaching and working methods

The course consists of lectures on theory and associated computer
exercises.

Prerequisites for participation in the
examination
Written portfolio prepared as group work or individually.
The portfolio may be prepared in a group of up to 4 students.
The portfolio consists of 2 written products which are prepared in whole
or in part during the course. For example, the products can be answers to
exercises, papers for presentations, written feedback, written reflections
or written assignments. The preparation of the products may be subject
to time limits. The different elements of the portfolio must be
individualised.
Type of examination
The total size of the portfolio, depending on number of students:
For 1 student, between 12,000 - 60,000 characters, including spaces
For 2 students, between 12,000 - 60,000 characters, including spaces
For 3 students, between 12,000 - 60,000 characters, including spaces
For 4 students, between 12,000 - 60,000 characters, including spaces
The size specifications include the cover, table of contents, bibliography,
figures and other illustrations, but exclude any appendices.
The requirements for the content and form of the portfolio and the
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length of the various products will be determined before the beginning
of the course and published on the university’s website.
The portfolio is delivered collectively (uploaded at eksamen.ruc.dk). Any
potential partial deliveries to the lecturer in order to get feedback are
not a substitute for the collective delivery.
The deadline for handing in the work will be published on the university’s
homepage before the course begins. An overall assessment of the
portfolio is given.
Assessment: Pass/Fail
Moderation: None.

Title

Spatial Analysis of the Environment

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Compulsory course

ECTS-rating

5 ECTS

• Knowledge and understanding of environmental geodata and
its dynamics
• Knowledge and understanding of remote sensing data and its
relationship to field-based geodata
• Knowledge and understanding of GIS and geostatistical
methods
• Skills in using relevant GIS and geostatistical methods
• Skills in making simple spatial analyses of field data
• Skills in working with remote sensing data
Learning outcomes and assessment criteria

• The competence in interpreting and working with GIS data and
maps for environmental data
• The competence in interpreting and communicating the results
of the above-mentioned remote sensing, GIS and geostatistical
analyses
• Skills in independently using the tools and skills acquired
during this course in a project seeking to identify, analyse and
solve research questions where it is relevant to use remote
sensing or environmental geodata
• Skills in working in an exemplary manner with scientific and
practical collection, operationalisation and use of geodata that
can be used to analyse and evaluate regulations, advice and
research

Overall content
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A theoretical and practical course focusing on quantitative analysis and
modelling of spatial environmental data with the aid of GIS.
The course aims to provide a theoretical basis and practical experience
in working with geographical IT tools to identify, analyse and map
potential hazards and make a risk assessment of ecosystems and people
in relation to spatial variations in the physical environment (air, water,
soil).
The course includes an introduction to spatial dynamics and the risks
associated with the physical environment as well as to the application of
field data, and practical exercises related to taking samples, making
analyses and presenting environmental geodata. The course will provide
the students with a scientific basis for producing maps. The students must
also work critically with current physical databases and maps used in risk
analysis and assessment.

Teaching and working methods

The course consists of lectures on theory, discussions and associated
computer exercises. The students will prepare a log/diary and an
exercise report. The log/diary must demonstrate that the students are
capable of reflecting on the course. The exercise report contains a
spatial or geostatistical analysis and an interpretation of one or more
geodata sets.

The course is passed through active and satisfactory participation.
Active participation is defined as follows:

Type of examination

”The student must participate in the activities associated with the
teaching (for example, workshops, seminars, field trips, process study
groups, working conferences, supervisory groups, feedback sessions).”
Satisfactory participation is defined as:
During the course, the student must submit 2 written products
Assessment: Pass/Fail
Moderation: None.

2.2 Second semester

Objective
Specialisation in environmental risk aims to provide the students with in-depth insights and special qualifications (a
professional profile) within certain areas within environmental risk. The areas will be within subjects such as ecology,
ecotoxicology, environmental history, environmental management, environmental pollution, natural systems,
geohazards and water resource management. Every semester, the Board of Studies will approve a number of courses to
be designated as specialisation courses. The courses are offered in other subjects at RUC, and the descriptions of the
individual courses can be found under the study regulations for the respective subjects.
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A student can apply to the Board of Studies for pre-approval to complete a specifically planned and academically
relevant project-oriented Internship of 15 ECTS as part of the specialisation. The student can also choose to take one or
more of their specialisation courses at other Danish or international universities.
Programme elements
Programme elements:
· Specialisation courses (totalling 30 ECTS)
or
· Specialisation courses (totalling 15 ECTS)
· Project-oriented Internship (15 ECTS)

Title

Project-Oriented Internship

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Project

ECTS-rating

15 ECTS

• Knowledge and understanding of environmental biology
theories and concepts and knowledge and understanding of
methods for describing, understanding, analysing and
evaluating relevant environmental science research questions
in practice
• Knowledge and understanding of environmental science
theories, methods and concepts in the context of the subject
area’s practices

Learning outcomes and assessment criteria

• Skills in describing, analysing and discussing specific practical
research questions using environmental science theories,
concepts and methods
• The competence in finding, evaluating and applying relevant
methods to solve concrete research questions
• The competence in communicating knowledge, planning and
engaging in dialogues with both experts and social actors in
the performance of concrete tasks involving environmental
science and methodology
• The practical competence in preparing solution strategies
based on the critical application of environmental science
theories and methods

Overall content

In the project report, the students must describe and document the
academically relevant components of the research questions they have
worked with and reflect on the practices they have experienced in the
field, during their own academic learning process and the relationship
between practice, research and science in the field.

Teaching and working methods
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Internship and supervision. The internship must amount to at least 350
hours of work in order to be awarded 15 ECTS points.

There is an assessment of the internship project as a written product
within the internship project’s subject area(s).
The assessment includes spelling and clarity of expression in the
internship project report.
Type of examination

The size specifications of the internship report are between 36,000 100,800 characters, including spaces. The size specifications include the
cover, table of contents, bibliography, figures and other illustrations, but
exclude any appendices.
Assessment: Pass/Fail
Moderation: None.

2.3 Third and fourth semester - thesis

Programme elements
• Experimental Master's thesis (60 ECTS)

Title

Experimental Master Thesis

Amended

01.09.2019

Teaching language

English

Type of course

Master's thesis

ECTS-rating

60 ECTS

• Research-based knowledge of selected subject areas and
understanding of and reflection on how one’s own thesis
research fits into its academic context
• Knowledge and understanding of the academic genre and the
academic target group to which the master’s thesis is
addressed

Learning outcomes and assessment criteria

• The competence in independently being capable of initiating,
managing and completing a long-term academic research and
writing process
• Skills in discussing and participating in academic
argumentation
• Skills in applying experimental methods in a research process
• The competence to identify and take responsibility for their
own professional and written language development and
specialisation
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• The competence in selecting, adapting, improving or designing
experimental methods in problem-solving processes and
teaching and working methods

Overall content

The aim of the module is for the students to critically, independently and
in a qualified manner demonstrate the application of scientific theories
and methods in the context of high-level academic experimental work in
Environmental Risk. In order to ensure the quality of the master’s thesis
process, the Board of Studies encourages the students to participate in
an internal half-way evaluation where the students will prepare a section
of their master’s thesis dealing with reflections on their specialisation.
If, as part of writing a master's thesis, a student develops a design,
product or concept or otherwise contributes to a production or a design
process, this will be included in the overall assessment of the master's
thesis. This work must be documented in such a manner that it becomes
possible to assess it. The abstract must include an illustration.
The master's thesis must include a section reflecting upon the
specialisation. In the section reflecting upon specialisation, the student
must analyse and reflect upon the particular type of professional skills
that the student has gained over the course of the programme, including
the master's thesis with a particular focus on their selection of
specialisation courses.

Teaching and working methods

The exemplary nature of the master’s thesis ensures that the students
acquire knowledge, skills and competences that they can use in a wider
context than the master’s thesis itself. The students are free to choose
the contents of the master’s thesis within the framework of the study
regulation and its objectives. The ability to critically assess the quality of
their own efforts and their own knowledge base in relation to a given
research question is an important objective of the participatory and
problem-oriented thesis work. The process is supported by one or more
academic supervisors. The supervisor(s) help to ensure that the thesis
work meets the requirements of the study regulation.
In the thesis report, the student must document knowledge and
proficiency in using scientific theories and methods while working with a
delimited, academic and relevant research question. The student must
document proficiency in analysing, categorising, discussing, arguing,
evaluating and reflecting on a scientific basis as well as being able to
choose, and be critical of, sources, literature, theory and methods used in
the master’s thesis. The master’s thesis must demonstr
about an academic study to colleagues and to demonstrate competences
in initiating, managing and completing a long-term academic study and
writing process.

The students can choose whether the master's thesis should be assessed
solely on the basis of the thesis itself or also on the basis of an oral
examination based on the thesis.
Type of examination
The master’s thesis can be prepared individually or in a group. The
groups may consist of 2 to 4 students.
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The size specifications for the master’s thesis are: For 1 student, between
48,000 - 192,000 characters, including spaces.
For 2 students, between 48,000 - 192,000 characters, including spaces.
For 3 students, between 48,000 - 204,000 characters, including spaces.
For 4 students, between 48,000 - 204,000 characters, including spaces.
The size specifications include the title page, table of contents,
bibliography, figures, and other illustrations, but does not include any
potential appendixes or annexes.
The master’s thesis must include an abstract. Master’s theses written in
Danish, Norwegian or Swedish must be provided with an abstract in
English. Master’s theses written in a foreign language (except Swedish
and Norwegian) can be provided with an abstract in Danish.
The abstract is included in the overall assessment with a weighting of 5
percent.
Master’s theses written by a group must be individualised before they are
handed in, in order for an assessment solely focusing on the thesis to be
possible. The individualisation must be real and demonstrate which
students were primarily responsible for which individual sections.
Introduction, conclusion and abstract are group responsibilities.
If relevant, the oral examination is an individual examination of students
who have prepared the master’s thesis alone or who have requested an
individual examination. The other oral master’s thesis examinations are
held as group examinations.
The oral examination, if relevant, will be based on the entire master’s
thesis. The student(s) starts the examination with a short presentation (10
min.), after which the examination is conducted as a dialogue between
the student, examiner and external examiner. During the examination,
questions can be posed that relate to the subject area(s) that the
master’s thesis covers.
Time allowed for examination including time used for assessment is:
For 1 student - 30 minutes.
For groups of 2 students - 60 minutes.
For groups of 3 students - 75 minutes.
For groups of 4 students - 90 minutes. (For 60 ECTS master’s theses, the
examination times are doubled).
There is an individual assessment of each student’s performance.
The assessment is an overall assessment of the master’s thesis and, if
relevant, the oral presentation. The assessment includes the quality of
the spelling and ability to express oneself in the project report and this is
weighted at 10%.
Permitted support and preparation materials during the examination:
One A4 page’s worth of information and presentation materials.
Assessment: 7-point grading scale.
Moderation: External.
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3. General provisions
3.1 Credit
On the basis of an application for credit transfer or pre-approval of credit transfer from the student, the Board of Studies
will make an academic assessment of whether the programme elements that are included in another programme in
Denmark or abroad, can replace the programme elements in the programme at Roskilde University, see the University
Programme Order.
A decision of the Board of Studies regarding rejections or partial rejections of applications for credit transfer for
completed Danish programme elements and pre-approved credit transfer for Danish or foreign programme elements,
can be appealed to a credit transfer appeals board if the appeal concerns the academic assessment, cf. the rules set out
in the Ministerial Order on Boards of Appeals for Decisions on Credit Transfer on University Programmes (the Credit
Transfer Appeals Board Order). The deadline for submission of an appeal is two weeks from the day the decision is
announced to the students.
A decision of the Board of Studies regarding rejections or partial rejections of applications for credit transfer for
completed foreign programme elements may be appealed to the Qualifications Board) if the appeal concerns the
academic assessment, (cf. the rules set out in the Danish Assessment of Foreign Qualifications etc.). The deadline for
submission of an appeal is four weeks from the day the decision is announced to the student.

3.2 Mobility - studying abroad and project-oriented internship
Study abroad
A student can apply to the Board of Studies for pre-approval of credit transfer to complete a stay abroad, which instead
replaces individual specified parts of the ordinary education. The detailed rules are available on the university’s website.
The Board of Studies recommends that the stay abroad is placed in the second semester.

Project-oriented internship
A student can apply to the Board of Studies for approval of a project-based internship. The period must be approved
before the student commences the internship. With approval, the Board of Studies must ensure that the internship does
not prevent the student from completing the programme in the prescribed time. The detailed rules are available on the
university’s website.
he Board of Studies recommends that the internship is placed in the second semester.

Only one internship may be taken during the study programme.

3.3 Special examination conditions
The university can offer special examination conditions for students with physical or mental functional impairments, if
the University assesses that this is necessary in order to secure equal opportunities for these students in the examination
situation. The provision of such facilities must not result in an alteration of the examination standard.

3.4 Selection criteria
If there are more students who wish to take a given course, etc., than there are places for, the following selection
criteria will be applied:
The Head of Studies will prioritise based on an evaluation of the relevance of the course for the student’s chosen
academic profile. The Head of Studies account for their decision in writing if the student is not admitted to the course.
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3.5 Other provisions
General provisions regarding registration, the examination, tests and other assessment can be found in the university’s
Common rules, the Examination Order and the Grading Scale Order, etc.

4. Exemption and right of complaint
4.1 Exemption
The Board of Studies can, when justified in unusual circumstances, allow exemption from the rules in the study
regulation, which are solely determined by the Board of Studies.

4.2 Right of complaint
A decision made by the Board of Studies pursuant to this study regulation can be appealed to Rector, if the appeal
concerns legal issues. The deadline for submission of an appeal is two weeks from the day the decision is announced to
the student.
The rector’s decision on legal questions can be appealed to the Ministry of Higher Education and Science.

5. Approval
5.1 Approved by the Board of Studies
Approved by the Board of Studies for Natural Sciences on 18th January 2019

The chairperson for external examiners is informed about amendments before the study regulation comes into force.

5.2 Transitional rules
5.3 Approved by Rector
Approved by Rector Hanne Leth Andersen on 30th April 2019
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